Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

May 13, 2026
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Ruth Saffell, Colby Rinehart, Carol Merritt, Jay Van Horn, Shirley Lucas, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: 
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Chris Hunt, Dave Green, Stephanie Castello
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve the April meeting minutes, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.
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A resident stated that he had a complaint about a group of kids on Oak Street that are 12-16 years old and are running through the cemetery with four wheelers and dirt bikes.  He stated that there is an ongoing issue with these kids and mini biked on the village streets and sidewalks.  Chuck stated that the kids are the same kids causing issues at the park.  The resident explained that he spoke to the police chief once and will again.  He stated that these kids seem to have a group chat to alert each other when the police are on duty.  Jay stated that he is also having issues with these kids and that council and the police department will be dealing with them.  Chief Storm is here and left to address some of the kids that were actually outside.  Stephanie Castello asked about having a curfew implemented.  Rick looked up the ordinance and the current curfew on the books is 10:30 pm.  Dave Green stated that he is also having problems with these same kids.  
Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· Trojan Technologies sent us a bill for $935 for some minor repairs for the UV light system.
· The backhoe is having issues with the turbo.  This will cost around $2400 to repair.  Dirk stated that the crew has looked at a used Case skid steer which costs around $60,000 less trade in. Dirk is going to get a quote from Kubota for a new skid steer.  
· Dirk provided an estimate from Wilson Blacktop for asphalt.  Atrip Alley $23,470, Foose Alley $21,450, Kildow Alley $17,750, Chestnut Street $102,500, Lake Street $53,750, a total of $218,920. 

· Dirk provided an estimate from Parnell & Associates for FDR & Chip/Seal for the three alleys and Chestnut Street is $278,800.00.

· Dirk provided an estimate from Parnell & Associates for FDR & Asphalt for the three alleys and Chestnut Street is $381,100.00.   

· Dirk provided an estimate from Anderson Excavating for Grinding & Chip/Seal for the three alleys and Chestnut Street is $80,294.00.  

·  Dirk provided an estimate from Anderson Excavating for Grinding & Chip/Seal for only Chestnut Street is $55,350.00.  

· The 2025 CCR Report needs to be posted on the village website.
Fiscal Officer Burkhead informed council that the audit is wrapping up.  They are working on Water Department and Mayors Court next week.  Rick stated that he and Jay went and picked out the guns for the gun bash and that he and Jay are to go meet with the American Legion on Thursday.  Rick stated that he received an email and phone call from OWDA expressing their concern about the village water department losing money two years in a row.  Rick stated that he assured OWDA that we have recently increased water rates, made personnel adjustments, and are actively trying to watch our expenses so that next year we will be in the Black.  Rick stated that OWDA gave us the approval for this year, but we have to make sure that we do not operate in the negative.  
Mayor Bob stated that he and Dirk drove around and located seven properties with junk and junk vehicles on them.  There are eight places with yard mowing issues.  Bob is going to get the property owner and address information to Me. Shaheen’s office to begin sending out letters. Bob stated that there is a trouble mobile home on Virginia Street that needs to be dealt with at the request of the neighbors.  Bob stated that he had a talk with his grandson about being part of the bad group of kids in town.  

Dave Green handed out pictures of Pastiva’s old trailer that is near his residence.  Dave asked if something could be done with this property.  Mr. Shaheen explained the process of how we are dealing with property issues.  Mr. Shaheen stated that this is the first time that he or council had been made aware of the issue.
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Chief Storm asked if the village can use the junk vehicle ordinance against Cole Burghy. Chris stated that there are many vehicles around in that area.  Chris stated that Mr. Goodson was sent a letter about the vehicles by the stop sign.  Mr. Goodson has moved the vehicles to behind his trailer.  Chris stated that there were two traffic stops.  Chris stated that we had a state auditor here and they are going to try to help the police department get grants.  Chris stated that there was a report of children in the woods by the gas station.  Yesterday there was a call by a lady who had her door kicked in.  Chris has spoken to several of the kids that seem to be causing the issues around town.  
Ruth Saffell presented an application for Colton Sloan for Fire and EMT pending background check.  He lives on Gail Avenue.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

Solicitor Shaheen stated that he sent a letter to Robert Lucas who owns the property that Jamie Phillips lives on.  There is no lease and he doesn’t pay anything to live there.  The property is filled with junk and vehicles.  Robert has agreed to hire Diane if need be that he be evicted.  Mr. Shaheen stated that 309 Rice Avenue was sent a letter and that letter is in transit.  The 508 Rice Avenue property had a letter delivered on May 8th.  We intend to give them two weeks to respond with an acceptable solution.  Mr. Shaheen stated that his office has obtained a couple of templates to deal with the HB 96 cyber security issue that we need to address.  We hope to have a draft at the next council meeting. 
Mayor Bob presented building permits for Jeannie Compher for a back porch and Brian Kinder for a garage.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve both permits, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.


Carol Merritt made a motion to go into executive session to discuss Land Acquisition and Purchase of Property, at 7:35 p.m., seconded by Ruth Saffell, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Colby - Yes, Shirley – Yes, Carol - Yes. 

At 8:10 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2026-4 which authorizes the solicitor, Mayor, and Fiscal Officer enter into negotiations and enter into a purchase agreement to purchase the pizza shop from Chuck and Kathy Little for $10,000 less back property taxes or assessments, pending a title search on behalf of the Village of Bethesda.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-4, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– No, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. Jordan stated that she doe not have all of the information needed for a yes vote.  

Mayor Bob stated that he may not continue as Mayor past the end of June.  He stated that he is tired and will know more in a month. 
Motion to pay bills by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Shirley Lucas, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Colby Rinehart, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be Wednesday June 10th, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
